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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

□ under 37 CFR 1.97(b), or 

(Within three months of filing national application, or date of entry of national application, or before mailing date of first 
office action on the merits, whichever occurs last) 

□ under 37 CFR 1 .97(c) together with either a: 

□ Statement under 37 CFR 1 .97(e), or 

□ a $180 fee under 37 CFR 1.17(p), or 

(After the CFR 1 .97(b) time period, but before final action or notice of allowance, which ever occurs first) 

[X] under 37 CFR 1 .97(d) together with a: 

□ Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1) or (2), and 
m a $180.00 fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(p). 

(Filed after final action, a notice of allowance, on or before payment of issue fee) 

Please charge to Deposit Account 12-0600 the sum of $180.00. At any time during the 
pendency of this application, please charge any fees required or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account 12-0600 pursuant to 37 CFR 1.25. 

□ Applicant(s) submit herewith Form PTO 1449 - Information Disclosure Citation 
together with copies of patents, publications or other information of which applicant(s) are aware, 
which applicant(s) believe(s) may be material to the examination of the application and for 
which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .56. 

E Applicant(s) submit(s) herewith Form PTO 1449 - Information Disclosure 
Citation without copies of U.S. patents or U.S. publications, but includes copies of foreign 
patents, publications or other information of which Applicant(s) is/are aware, which applicant(s) 
believe(s) may be material to the examination of the application and for which there may be a 
duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 1.56. 
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□ A concise explanation of the relevance of foreign language patents, foreign 
language publications and other foreign language information listed on PTO Form 1449, as 
presently understood by the individual(s) designated in 37 CFR 1.5 6(c) most knowledgeable 
about the content is given on the attached sheet, or where a foreign language patent is cited in a 
search report or other action by a foreign patent office in a counter part foreign appHcation, an 
English language version of the search report or action which indicates the degree of relevance 
found by the foreign office is listed on form PTO 1449 and is enclosed herewith 

It is requested that the information disclosed herein be made of record in this application 


Respectfully submitted, 


LATHROP & GAGE LLC 
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2345 Grand Boulevard, Suite 2400 
Kansas City, Missouri 64108 


Tel No: 816/460-5826 
Fax No: 816/292-2001 


PTO/SB/08a (08^3) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
UrKier the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no pereons are nequiPBd to respond to a coflection of infonrnation unless it oontains a vafid 0MB oontroi numb er. 


Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


Filing Date 


First Named Inventor 


Art Unit 


Examiner Name 


09/976,210 


October 11. 2001 


Victor F. Petrenko 


3742 


Quang T. Van 


JUL 0 « 200^ 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Ex3 miner 
Initials * 

Cite 
No. 

Docurnent Number 

Publication Date 

Mivl-ULf-T T T I 

Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 

Pages. Columns, Lines. Where Relevant 
PasssQes or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

Number - Kind Code^ {if known) 



1.157,344 

10-19-1915 

E. Thomson 




1,656.329 

01-17-1928 

E. G. Sievert et al 




2.496,279 

02-07-1950 

Ely, et al. 




2,870,311 

01-20-1959 

Greenfleld 




3,204,084 

05-07-1963 

J.G. Spencer, Jr. 




3,316,344 

04-25-1967 

Kidd, et al. 




3,316,345 

04-25-1967 

Toms, et al. 




3,526,920 

06-21-1966 

Byers 




3,790,752 

02-05-1974 

Boaz et al 




3,825,371 

07-23-1974 

Roder, et al. 




3.835,269 

09-01-1974 

Levin, et al. 




3.915,883 

10-01-1975 

VanMeter, et al 




3,971,056 

07-01-1976 

Jaskolski, et al. 




4,054,672 

10-01-1977 

Inoue, et al. 




4,082,962 

04-01-1978 

Burgsdorf, et al. 




4,085,338 

04-01-1978 

Genrikh, et al. 




4,137,447 

01-30-1979 

Boaz 




4,190,137 

02-26-1980 

Shimada, et al. 




4.278,875 

07-14-1981 

Bain 




4,296,298 

10-20-1981 

Macmaster, et al. 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initials* 

Cite 
No.^ 

Foreign Patent Document 



Name of Patentee or 

Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Country Code^ - Number^ • Kind Code* {if known) 

Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Applicant of Qted 
Document 




SU26363 

08-1931 

Unknown 





SU587548 

01-05-1978 

Nikonets, et al. 





SU936040 

06-15-1982 

Osoboe Znak 
Pocheta 





CN 1079578 

12-15-1993 

Long 





BP 11 68888 

01-02-2002 

Nippon Sheet Glass 
Co. Ltd. 





GB2259287 

03-10-1993 

GoUs Royce 





FR2570333 

03-21-1986 

Mendola 





JP5292638 

11-05-1993 

Sumitomo Electric 
!nd. 






JP7023520 

01-2 

4-1995 

Sumito 

mo Electric 



Examiner 
Signature 





Date 
Consid 

ered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
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